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Academic CV
I started my academic studies at the University of Frankfurt/M. in 1975/76. At that time this University was, not only in my opinion, the best place in Germany for studying classical philoso​phy in the closest contact with social sciences. The main interests of my studies were the Philoso​phy of German idealism, especially Kant and Hegel, History of Aesthetics and Critical Theory. Besides philosophy I also studied sociology and German literature.

After having passed my Master of Arts Exam („with distinction“) in 1981 I went to Paris for one year, being supported by a PhD scholarship of the „Studienstiftung des deutschen Volkes“ for three years. Since ‚postmo​dernism‘ had just begun to determine the philosophical discussion, my intention was to get to know better that provocative way of thinking at its source.

Back in Frankfurt/M. I wrote my dissertation on the concept of mimesis in the philoso​phy of Theodor W. Adorno (published under the title: Mimesis – Konstellation eines Zentral​begriffs bei Adorno, Würzburg: Königshausen&Neumann 1986). It seemed to me in general that there is a big affinity between postmodern thinking (Foucault, Derrida, Lyotard etc.) and the first ge​​neration of Critical Theory, especially Adorno, and that it is in particular the concept of mi​mesis which makes this affinity possible because of its contrasting function to the concept of (instrumental) rationality. It was my intention to reconstruct Adorno’s con​cept of mimesis in a very accurate and philological way to oppose the tendency to irrationa​lism, i. e. the ten​dency to see mimesis as ‚the other of reason‘.  Prof. Brigitte Scheer and Prof. Jürgen Habermas were the supervisors of the dissertation („magna cum laude“).

After my PhD graduation I received a research-scholarship of the Alexander von Humboldt-Foun​dation and worked together with Prof. Remo Bodei at the University of Pisa in Italy from 1987 to 1989. Since Prof Bodei is on the one hand an expert in the Philosophy of German Idealism and on the other hand also a connoisseur of postmodernist thinking we had a good basis for enriching discussions.

Since that time I have also been working as a contributor to several German newspapers („Die ZEIT“, „Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung“, „Süddeutsche Zeitung“, „Frankfurter Rund​schau“ etc).

After my return from Italy I got employed as assistent of Prof. Scheer at the Philosophical De​partment of the University of Frankfurt/M., financed by the Deutsche Forschungsgemein​schaft. The research project had the title: „Aesthetics and Morality“. From this work arose my book Ästhetische Erfahrung und moralisches Urteil [Aesthetic Experience and Moral Judge​ment] (Frankfurt/M.: Suhrkamp 1996) which was the fundamental work for my Habilitation in February 1995. In this book I took up a philosophical discussion which wasn’t only driven for​​ward by postmodernism but also by the so called virtue ethics, i. e. by all those theories which oppose to a rigid philosophy of morality in the European Kantian and the Anglo-Ame​ri​can utilitarian sense. My intention was to distinguish different (exactly spoken: four) kinds of re​lationships between aesthetics and morality and to demonstrate for which of those we can argue best. So I tried to show how those different kinds of relationships get mixed in some phi​losophies (in Foucault, Rorty, Gadamer and Nussbaum) and that we can argue for those philo​sophies only in eliminating a certain relationship between aesthetics and morality (namely the ‚fundamentalist‘ one) and in weighing the other ones (the ‚marginal‘, ‚perfectio​nist‘ and ‚equal‘ one).

Immediately after my Habilitation I got invited by the Philosophical Department of the Uni​ver​sity of Münster to give an application lecture for a professorship (C 3, equivalent to Asso​ciate Professor) in philosophy with the main emphasis on ‚Philosophical Aesthetics and Theory of Culture‘. Since summer 1996 I have been teaching at that university.

In 1997 I was Director of the Philosophical Institute at that university.

From July 2002 to September 2005 I was president of the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Ästhetik (German Society of Aesthetics), a scien​tific society to which I am officially linked since its foundation in 1993.

In the year 2003 I was elected as chairman of the committee for art and culture at the Univer​sity of Münster, a committee which primarily has the function to organize a yearly event en​titled „uniartmünster“. The aim of this event is, metaphorically spoken, to build a bridge bet​ween the university and the city of Münster via art. Therefore art expositions, talks and discussions are organized in public places and shops.

In 2004 I took over the function of the co-editor of the „Zeitschrift für Ästhetik und All​gemeine Kunstwissenschaft“ (Meiner Verlag, Hamburg). I have been belonging to the scienti​fic board of this periodical since 2001.

In February 2005 I was appointed as Professor of Filosofie van kunst en cultuur (Philosophy of Art and Culture) at the Faculty of Humanities of the University of Amsterdam.

Since September 2007 I am Chair of the Department of Philosophy (voorzitter van de afdeling wijsbegeerte) at the University of Amsterdam.

