Course name: Political Power and the Idea of a Democratic Society, Reading and Rethinking Classical Texts in Political Theory

Course level and number: Minor, Bachelor first and second year
Teacher name: Jos de Beus, j.w.debeus@uva.nl, 020-5252093
General description of the course:

Politics, public policy and democracy have two faces, here and now as well as in the past.  Some see the pursuit of power and authority over society as the source of all evil and the recurrent expression of human aggression and abuse and waste our mind, language and practical imagination. They try to avoid political processes as much as possible and see political science and political philosophy as shallow and mean modes of knowledge and wisdom. Others see politicisation and the idea of democratic self-determination as the best hope of mankind on abolition of social evil and improvement of social order, with the help of noble scholars and thinkers and their insight into universal  

experience of the political among humans and its patterns, varieties, constitutional frameworks and interplay with other subsystems, such as the economy.
The course starts with discussing the ideas, feelings, expectations, dreams and beliefs about politics in the contemporary world of the present generation of young students in Western societies. The teacher invites them to draw a basic distinction between bad politics as a mode of destruction of society (wild violence, abuse of power, government failure) and good politics – in both non-democratic settings and democratic settings – as creative ordering of society (security, welfare, justice, wisdom or public reasoning).
The course continues by studying a number of universal as well as urgent issues in political practice and theory:

· The problem of anarchy and the invention of social order and modern security.
· The problem of community and the invention of the (civic) nation and modern peace.

· The problem of injustice and the invention of the rule of law and modern liberty.
· The problem of popular self-government alias populism and the invention of representation and modern democracy.

· The problem of tyranny and the invention of legitimacy and modern leadership.

Students who take this course, may expect to learn the following. They read texts closely and quietly in the context of canons of scientific knowledge and current academic studies and debates. They raise sensible and fruitful questions as well as to apply various methods of answering such questions. They identify, understand, discuss and assess an argument. They lead, join and twist conversations on interdisciplinary issues (the art of speaking, listening, and procrastination or balancing). They justify both favourite and alien claims to knowledge and defend them in public. And they to write short and longer essays.

What the teacher expects from the student

The student is supposed to revise original convictions, standpoints, and opinions via hard work (reading, talking, writing). She or he ought to articulate creative criticism; to examine and develop the self in the pursuit of wisdom; to finish an intellectual job within restrictions, such as deadlines; and to develop ideas of research (so-called research agendas) in a setting of free and rational planning of life.

More concretely, students read parts of the literature each week, they write weekly essays, and they write a final essay, which will be discussed in a final collective seminar. The weekly essays contains short sections for (i) tracking the main question of the author, the text and the theme of author and text; (ii) selecting and quoting a key passage in the text; (iii) summarizing the main general argument; (iv) sketching the intellectual context in a broad sense (linking to text to other texts and/or other courses), and (v) formulating a proper follow-up question. This is a MKACF structure with the first M of main question, K of key passage, A of argument, C of context, and F of follow-up question.

The teacher in a regular class meeting is occupied with (i) chairing a discussion about one of the essays (in this part, the writer of an essay is like every writer: passive, hoping for the right reception of his writings, learning about his readers and the assets and liabilities of his own writings); (ii) chairing a discussion about tracking the basic questions and their proper formulations; (iii) chairing the shared reading of texts; (iv) transferring personal views, bits of additional information, and useful ways of interpretation and understanding (some traditional teaching); (v) facilitating workable modes of learning (intermediate summaries, two-person disputes, sharp interviews); and (vi) chairing final discussions on  revenues of entire meetings (are the basic questions answered and the basic questions solved?).

Students and teacher are both responsible for joint outcomes, that is, important truths, fresh insights, useful concepts, and fine words and images.

Grading: Essays and presentations will be graded according to the Dutch scale from 10 (maximum) to 6 (sufficient) and 5 (insufficient). Lower grades require extra work for students.
Required reading:
X = students ought to buy this, Y + students ought to borrow this or buy it later, Z students ought to print this

Geoff Mulgan, Good and Bad Power, The Ideals and Betrayals of Government. London: Penguin/Allen Lane, 2006. X
Niccolò Machiavelli, The Prince (Cambridge Texts in the History of Political Thought); X
Francis Fukuyama, State Building, Governance and World Order in the Twenty-First Century. London: Profile Books, 2004. Y
Immanuel Kant, On Perpetual Peace (in Kant, Political Writings, Cambridge Texts in the History of Political Thought). X
Ernest Renan, What is a Nation? (available on the web, preferably the entire text of this lecture at the Sorbonne 11 March 1882) Z
Jack Snyder, From Voting to Violence. New York, Norton, 2000. Y
John Stuart Mill , On Liberty (Cambridge Texts in the History of Political Thought). X
Amartya Sen, Development as Freedom. New York: Knopf, 1999. X
James Madison, Contributions to the Federalist Papers (Alexander Hamilton, James Madison and John Jay, The Federalist Papers, edition Clinton Rossiter. London/New York, Penguin, 1961). Z
Charles Tilly, Democracy. Cambridge: University Press, 2007.X 
Max Weber, Politics as Vocation (available on the web, preferably the entire text of this lecture in München 28 January 1919). Z
Stephen Lukes, Power: A Radical View. Second edition. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005. Y
All books are available in paperback.

Rough outline of the course per week

Lecture 1, Friday September 5: General introduction of the theme, acquaintance, general arrangements of the course
Lectures 2-3, Fridays September 12/19 (September 19 two hours) Rethinking politics and government, Mulgan Chapters 1-9/ Chapters 10-16.
Lectures 4-5, Fridays September 26/October 03
Rethinking anarchy and ordering, Machiavelli, Chapters I-XIV/ Chapters XV-XXVI. Fukuyama Chapter I/ Chapters II-IV (teacher).
Lectures 6-7, Fridays October 10/17
Rethinking community and pacification, Renan/Kant. Snyder Chapters 1-3/4-7 (teacher).
Lectures 8-9, Fridays October 31/November 7
Rethinking injustice and liberalisation, Mill, Chapters 1-5/Sen, Chapters 1-12.
Lectures 10-11: Fridays November 14/21
Rethinking the people and democratisation, Federalist Papers, Madison, Numbers 10, 14, 18-20, Tilly, Chapters 1-3/Madison, Chapters 37-58, 62-3, Tilly, Chapters 4-8.
Lectures 12-13, Fridays November 28/December 5
Rethinking tyranny and leadership, Weber/Lukes, pp.14-59 
Lecture 14 Friday, 16 January 2009

Closing collective seminar (presentation of final essays).
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