The dream of planning

Like many others, I didn’t get into planning from the front door, or along a straight road. When, after high school, I had to make up my mind on what to do next, I didn’t even know what planning exactly was. I was rather looking for a way of combining my passion for both art and science, and when a double enrolment in mathematics and art school showed impractical, I opted for architecture. As an architecture student, I soon became fascinated by cities as objects of design. I was to discover that the design tools we were offered were too limited to cope with the infinite complexities and endless metamorphoses of the built environment. And I loved those complexities and metamorphoses.. At about this point planning started to gradually come into the picture. Ironically, the book that made me go all the way was a fierce criticism of a particular strand of planning. The book was Jane Jacobs’ The Death and Life of Great American Cities (1961). Still the best book, I believe, on that quintessential human phenomenon that cities are. Jane Jacobs helped me start exploring what a planning aware of the constantly unfolding richness of cities could look like. Cities are, can be, the quintessential places where human society expresses its unique capability for both countless variations and for the continuous recombination of those variations in creating new realities. Cities are, can be, the places where we are allowed to be different but at the same are offered the opportunity to interact with others. It is a condition that can generate violent conflicts and horrible injustices, but also surprising encounters and exciting creations. However, if cities are to be what they can be, they can’t be made from just one source, thought from just one mind. A planning that

recognises this accepts a paradoxical task. It is the task of shaping conditions for other
beings to be empowered, other imaginations to be expressed, other endeavours to unfold. It is the task of making the coexistence in space of a diversity of human projects and interactions possible. To me, this is the dream of planning.
