LB2007 Mailtje query

Dear friend,

We are currently working on a project focussing on the relation between media manipulation and violent conflict in Africa. It is an assignment by a Dutch/Bosnian NGO, La Benevolencija. La Benevolencija who would like to try to make ordinary citizens in pre-or post conflict zones more aware and resistent to 'hate speech' (for example the hate radio programs that were aired massively to ignite the Rwandan genocide) and use mediatools themselves to achieve this goal and make people more media-and manipulation ‘literate’. The aim is to make them familiar with the mechanisms at work in the continuum ranging from impoverished living conditions and political instability to scapegoating, identity politics, radical thought all the way to violent conflict.

The director asked us to develop and design a documentary screening + discussion in Kigali, Rwanda (and Burundi) which itself will be filmed and aired as a television program to the larger public. The idea is that the documentary is about a non-african conflict casus and that the studioguests (Rwandese elite) will discuss this casus and lay bare the mechanism at hand while being scarce with linking the casus too directly to the situaion at home (just safeguarding the analytical, and withstanding the traumatical and the emotional). This discussion will be moderated, edited and later aired to the larger Rwandese public. We will compile a series of 3 episodes, for which we will need three documentaries (or feature films) and 3 discussions to cover what  the US professor Staub has coined the 'Continuum for Destruction’ (see attachment).

For now I will send you the query we are going to send out (as attachment), and I sincerely hope we will get the chance to talk about this, either by phone or via chat.

All the best!

Martijn
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