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Summary

International and interdisciplinary summer workshop

Beirut, August 17 – September 1, 2007

The initiators of the summer workshop are (landscape)architects, urban developers, designers and artists linked to Studio Beirut, Lebanon, together with the Dutch organizations Archis, Partizan Publik, Pearl and the Amsterdam Center for Conflictstudies (ACS) of the University of Amsterdam (UvA). The network of Lebanese and Dutch professionals involved in Studio Beirut, guarantees a high quality of the summer workshop. 

As for all activities of Studio Beirut, the focus of the intensive two weeks summer workshop will be public space, that will be researched on, in an international multidisciplinary team.The department of political science of the UvA and ACS are experts in conflict studies and the development of public space: an interdisciplinary approach in cooperation with UvA/ACS from a spatial as well as a social angle is most valuable.

In a two weeks small-scale summer workshop in Beirut an (inter)national group of 25 students (15 Lebanese students from different universities and faculties in Lebanon and 10 international students, amongst others from The Netherlands, Norway and Bosnia) will -together with 10 professionals (architecture, urban development, art, sociology and political science)- work on the concept of public space. An experienced team of Lebanese professionals and the Lebanese students will be the guides for the international team. Several lectures and debates will be open for a larger audience.

Its first goal is to advance the students’ skills and knowledge. In addition the summer workshop will also constitute research and material for the architectural competition that will follow in the autumn.  

Furthermore the summer workshop is a preamble of a large scale summer workshop in 2008. The architectural competition and the summer workshop in 2008 create a structural basis for the dialogue about public space in Lebanon and related themes.

Studio Beirut and The rder of architects and engineers in Beirut will be the location for the workshops and lectures. In addition there will be on spot discussions. 

The output of the summer workshop is input for the final debate at the event 'Pearls in Lebanon' on September 1 in Beirut and is also input for the content of the competition reader (00-edition of the magazine NOISE which Studio Beirut publishes) and website that will be published at the launch of the competition.
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1.
Summer workshop initiators: Studio Beirut and cooperating partners

Studio Beirut is a starting foundation, initiated by Lebanese (young) professionals (mostly architects, urban planners, designers and lecturers at AUB and ALBA) in close cooperation with:

· the Dutch organizations Archis, Partizan Publik and Pearl 

· Chris Keulemans (former director of political and cultural center De Balie in Amsterdam)

· Ole Bouman (director of the Dutch Architecture institute)

· Martijn van Tol (lecturer political science and conflictstudies at the University of Amsterdam and the Amsterdam Center for Conflictstudies (ACS)) 

· Ole Moystad (lecturer at the Norwegian University of Science and Technology).

Studio Beirut is a meeting place, think tank, communications channel for the dialogue between people from different ethnic and socio-economical groups and a platform for an open debate. 

In this the focus of Studio Beirut is public space. A challenging theme in Lebanon where the structural lack of public spaces reveals the existence of demarcation lines between different social and ethnic groups. In this light a spatial as well as a social approach is most valuable. 

Studio Beirut aims to initiate the debate by means of initiating various projects and programs. Studio Beirut develops an infrastructure with a broad outreach potential by combining a fixed location with a flexible component: A bus will deliver the program to different parts of the country and by publishing the magazine NOISE in close cooperation with the Dutch organization Archis/Volume and maintaining a website. Studio Beirut organizes activities like an interdisciplinary summer school, an international architecture competition and city tours guided by an architect. Studio Beirut is not only a think tank but also an action tank of people that initiate projects for the development of the public space.

Core challenges

The core challenges as identified by Studio Beirut:

· Lebanon has a structural lack of public spaces and public services which are accessible for a broad and diverse public. 

· The reconstruction of Lebanon after the July war has direct consequences for the reconstruction and strengthening of the open, multicultural society, posing a daring challenge in terms of architecture and urban planning. We need to rethink the ways of dealing with challenges in architecture and society.

· The summer war, the current political and social unrest and the exclusive donor support create isolation and strengthen the social fragmentation. We need new ways of stimulating dialogue between people from different backgrounds to reinforce a society that is now fragmented and unstable.

Primary aims

The primary aims following the core challenges:

· To create public spaces that serve as a meeting place and facilitate the development of public services to a broad public.

· To support the development of a think tank searching for solutions in the field of the open society and architecture

· To facilitate and stimulate an open debate, cultural activities and meaningful dialogue between different segments of the Lebanese society, and between Lebanon and the west in order to challenge political isolation, social fragmentation and cultural prejudice.

Target groups

The groups targeted are:

· Representatives of different social groups in Lebanon and international

· Students, professionals and experts in the field of public space from Lebanon and international (architects, urban planners, social engineers, artists, designers, academics, writers).

· Organisations and institutions in the field of social and urban development from Lebanon and international (housing corporations, peace and development organisations, cultural centres, universities, funds).

All these groups have already been included. 

2.
International and interdisciplinary summer workshop

Public space: A case study on the concept of public space in Lebanon

Beirut, August 17 – September 1, 2007

architecture, urban development, art, sociology and political science 

2.1
Introduction

The initiators of the summer workshop are (landscape)architects, urban developers, designers and artists linked to Studio Beirut, Lebanon, together with the Dutch organizations Archis, Partizan Publik, Pearl and the Amsterdam Center for Conflictstudies (ACS) of the University of Amsterdam (UvA). The network of Lebanese and Dutch professionals involved in Studio Beirut, guarantees a high quality of the summer workshop. 

As for all activities of Studio Beirut the focus of the intensive two weeks summer workshop will be the public space, that will be researched on, in an international multidisciplinary team. The department of political science of the UvA and ACS are experts in conflict studies and the development of public space: an interdisciplinary approach in cooperation with UvA/ACS from a spatial as well as a social angle is most valuable.

2.2
Summer workshop target groups and goals 

In a two weeks small-scale summer workshop in Beirut an (inter)national group of 25 students (15 Lebanese students from different universities and faculties in Lebanon and 10 international master-students, amongst others from Holland, Norway and Bosnia) will -together with 10 professionals (architecture, urban development, art, sociology and political science)- work on the concept of public space. Some lectures and debates will be open for a larger audience.

The work shall identify, analyze formally and socially, and propose interventions and new programs for the nearly infinite number of derelict or marginal spaces along the old Lebanese railway. These terrains vagues, at many scales, from kilometers to centimeters, present a potential for territorial reassessment and cultural redefinition that will constitute a body of both research and action. These will be confronted by teams and individually in a series of very quick exercises and investigations. An experienced team of professionals and the Lebanese students will be the guides for the international team.

Its first goal is to advance the students’ skills and knowledge. European countries are more and more involved in postconflict reconstruction in conflictareas (e.g. Bosnia, Afghanistan, Libanon). Therefore the development of knowledge about postconflict reconstruction is valuable for European students and professionals in relevant fields. In postconflict countries the exchange of knowledge and an external and internal dialogue is of importance. 

The summer workshop creates a meeting place where students an professionals from different backgrounds meet to not only learn, exchange ideas and perceptions, but also to make a start with the development of knowledge about the concept of public space and related themes. 

In addition the summer workshop will also constitute research and material for the architectural competition that will follow in the autumn (see appendix A). Thus a body of information and analysis will be produced by the workshop in order to inform the competition that will follow the same theme and will generate an executable plan for one (temporarily) public space.  

Furthermore the summer workshop is a preamble of a large scale summer workshop in 2008.

The outcomes of the summer workshop will be published on the website of Studio Beirut and in the magazine NOISE.

The architectural competition and the summer workshop in 2008 create a structural basis for the dialogue about public space in Lebanon and related themes.

2.3
Summer workshop format

Studio Beirut and The order of architects and engineers in Beirut will be the location for the workshops and lectures. In addition there will be  discussions on location. 

The summer workshop consists of the following formats, which together will make existing information of the workings of public space in Lebanon more accessible and generate new understandings by means of discussions, on-location workshops and interdisciplinary cooperation. 

The summer workshop will focus mainly on the city of Beirut in order to give the students a focused experience.

A: The reader: 

The reader will introduce the students to existing works and thoughts on public space in general and those that focus on Lebanese public space. The reader will reflect the fields of architecture, urban development, art, sociology and the political sciences. The reader will focus on the interaction of social and political forces with spatial development or un-development. 

The reader will also sport the necessary articles, maps and visuals that support the workshops and case study.  

B: Case study: 

Lebanon’s a country that is choking on car traffic and an uncontrolled real estate development, especially along the coast.  A considerable area of the coast's limited fertile land has by now been sacrificed for freeways and real estate projects. Much of the remaining available space is owned by the Lebanese Railway Directorate; the governmental body that once ran the now defunct Lebanese railway.

In an attempt to focus the student’s interests and skills we will investigate the coastal railroad track and its edges as public space. The old and abandoned railway crosses all kinds of visible and invisible social-political barriers. The students will be grouped into small investigating teams that will take up the challenge to (re-)define and (re-)develop this abandoned corridor as public space.

C: RSVP-workshops on location: 

The students will regularly be invited to on-location discussions that will be hosted by one of the lecturers. These sessions are intended as brainstorms where the students are encouraged to speak there minds and use their imagination. The locations must of course generate special meaning to the notion of public space in Beirut or Lebanon. Locations in mind are the new city center, the Armenian neighborhoods, the Palestinian camps, the Corniche, the former greenline, Gemmayzeh, City Mall, Haret Hreik, Hamra, Sassine Square.

D: Theoretical Workshops:

Guided by the lecturers, the students will investigate theoretical notions surrounding public space. 

Format in a timeframe:

Part 1 introduction and fact finding mission 

After a day of intense introduction, lectures and theory classes the students will the next day explore the city in small groups. The Lebanese students and experienced guides will be the guides for the other students to locate relevant locations and topics. The next day the whole group will ‘tour’ the city and have on site discussion on the chosen spots. In a plenary meeting the most interesting locations will be chosen to elaborate on. Multidisciplinary teams will work on each location to generate data and defining needs by means of interviews (with owners, civilians, officials), photo’s, maps etc. 

In this period also general theories and notions on public space will lectured and debated with faculty.

This period will result in an internal presentation of basic findings and a plan for proceeding by each team.

Part 2 design proposals, feasibility study 

In the second part of the summer workshop the students will focus on a clear concept for ‘their’ location, that can range from a large scale urban proposal to a ‘light’ temporary intervention or action, to a theoretical study. Depending on the proposal the work can range from researching, modelmaking, interviewing, writing or drawing to creating try-out performances.  

Part 3 presentation 

The last days the teams will focus on refining and presenting their proposals. Also the brief for the competition will be discussed that can be derived from the workshop findings. 

The output of the summer workshop is input for the final debate at the event 'Pearls in Lebanon' on September 1 in Beirut and is also input for the content of the competition reader (00-edition of the magazine NOISE which Studio Beirut publishes) and website that will be published at the launch of the competition.

Pearls in Lebanon, September 1, 2007 

The outcomes of the summer workshop are used to initiate the debate on September 1st. During Pearls in Lebanon a mixed audience will be brought together for discussion.

The platform also gives the opportunity for project presentations of Studio Beirut and its projects to possible Lebanese cooperating partners and investors. During this event the special 0-edition of NOISE that was published in Volume # 11 Unbuilt, will be launched. 

2.4 Summer workshop lecturers

The network of Lebanese and Dutch professionals involved in Studio Beirut, guarantees a high quality of the summer workshop. 

Theory classes and workshops are given by amongst others Lebanese, Dutch and Norwegian professors and professionals*.

Basic team:

Michael Stanton

architect in New Orleans and Beirut (former lecturer at the 




American University of Beirut)

Bernard Mallat

architect and lecturer at the American University of Beirut

Martijn van Tol

lecturer at UvA/ACS political science and conflict studies 

Nabil Menhem 

architect and urban development, director Flatscape

Additional lectures and workshops by:

Ole Bouman

director Dutch Architecture institute (NAi)

Studio Beirut

architects, designers, landscape architects

Tony Chakar

architect and lecturer at Académie Libanaise des Beaux Arts

Ole Moystad

(in cooperation with LE.F.T. Architects)







architect and lecturer at the Norwegian University of Science and 



Technology, former lecturer at the American University of Beirut

Felix Claus

architect, director Claus en Kaan architects and lecturer at 




the Architectural Academy in Amsterdam

Patricia Bijvoet
landscape architect working at the department of urban development of 



the municipality of Amsterdam

Lilet Breddels
art historian director of Archis Foundation

Lucas Verweij 
director of the Architectural Academy in Rotterdam 

Erik Beijer

director of DIGH (Dutch International Guarantees for Housing)

*additional lectures are also given by others than mentioned in the above team also visiting critics (e.g. Lebanese experts, decision makers) will join the team. 

Appendix A International architecture competition 2007 

The aim of the architecture competition is to initiate the debate and to generate an executable plan for a public space. The competition focuses on the function, use and structure of the public space and the related role and responsibility of architecture and urban development. 

The international architecture competition of 2007 is a competition organized by an independent organization to generate executable projects. This gives the opportunity for an open debate including different parties and the exchange skills and knowledge. A summer workshop will be organized to set the framework for this contest. During this summer workshop, groups of national and international students will investigate several potential public spaces and choose one of the spaces for purpose of the competition.

A network of Lebanese and Dutch professionals involved in Studio Beirut, guarantees a high quality of this summer workshop and contest.

Appendix B About Pearl

Pearl is founded after the recent war. Pearl's objective is to support the Lebanese to recover after the war. Pearl has contact with Lebanese people in order to establish what needs to be done. The ideas and initiatives are realized together with people in Lebanon. Pearl supports the restoration of public services and the realization of cultural activities.

Furthermore, Pearl aims to stimulate intercultural understanding by bringing people together and to encourage an intercultural dialogue. Pearl would like to emphasize the importance of throwing light on people's daily lives as countries that are hit by disaster often are depicted in a one-sided manner by the media. See also www.pearl-foundation.com. Contact: Nienke Nauta 

Pearl is currently active in projects of Studio Beirut that amongst others organizes a summer workshop and publishes the magazine NOISE. Studio Beirut is a foundation established by a group of volunteers (mostly Lebanese architects, urban developers, artists, writers and lecturers at AUB and ALBA) together with the Dutch organizations Archis, Partizan Publik and Pearl, Chris Keulemans (former director of cultural and political centre De Balie in Amsterdam) and Ole Bouman (director of the Dutch Architectural Institute (Nai)). Furthermore Pearls aims to realize a computerproject and a playground with a park in the southern village Tayr Debba.

Contact: Nienke Nauta 

Pearl founder Nienke Nauta (1972) studied communications at the 'Rijksuniversiteit van Groningen' and has been working as a communicationsconsultant for the last nine years. She worked for PR agencies, housingcompany Ymere in Amsterdam (where she organized amongst the others the communications for the art and architecturepolicy of Ymere, the international architecture competition of Ymere and the Dutch Architecture Institute (Nai), and the cooperation of Ymere and the NAi). In her last job she worked as an interim professional for Yacht and was for a costumer satisfaction project based at Amsterdam Schiphol Airport.

Nienke is based in Lebanon from May 2007 to January 2008, T 009613546118, E info@pearl-foundation.com.  
�	The summer workshop will also serve as a basis for the international architecture competition 2007 


	and is a preamble of a large scale summer workshop in 2008
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