CURRICULUM VITAE OF RUDOLPH PETERS

16-9 1943

Born in The Hague, The Netherlands

Study and professional experiencePRIVATE 

1961 – 1972

Study of Law, Arabic and Turkish at the Universities of Amsterdam and Leiden

1967


MLL, University of Amsterdam

1972


BA Islamic languages and cultures, University of Leiden 


1968


Appointment as lecturer, Dept. of Arabic and Islamic Studies, University of Amsterdam

1979


Ph.D. Faculty of Arts, University of Amsterdam, with a dissertation "Islam and Colonialism: The Doctrine of Jihad in Modern History"

1982-1987

Director of the Netherlands Institute for Archeology and Arabic Studies in Cairo on secondment by the University of Amsterdam

1987


Associate professor (UHD) Dept. of Arabic and Islamic Studies, University of Amsterdam

1992 – 2010

Professor (bijzonder hoogleraar) for  the Law of Islam and the Middle East, University of Amsterdam

1992 - 1999

Director of the Institute for Mediterranean Studies (the research institute for Classical , Near Eastern and Biblical studies) of the University of Amsterdam
2010


Retirement
Languages

Active command (speaking and writing)

Dutch (native)

English

Arabic

German

Reading knowledge:

Turkish

French

Spanish

Italian

Teaching experience

Within the departments of Arabic and Islamic Studies and Religious Studies of the University of Amsterdam I have taught courses in the fields of Islamic and Middle Eastern Studie (Arabic language acquisition, religion, law, classical and modern history, Islam in Europe). Since 1994 I have given courses in English on Islamic law for foreign students within the Amsterdam Law Program and the Amsterdam Law School.

Between 1983 and 1987 I taught courses on the history of the Middle East, the history of Egypt and on modern Islam at undergraduate and graduate (MA) level at the American University in Cairo. 

In 1998 and 1999 I taught short intensive courses (in Arabic) on comparative Arab family law at Institute for Empirical Research and Women Studies, University of Sanaa, Yemen.

Finally I have supervised (as first or second supervisor) PhD theses at the University of Amsterdam as well as at other Dutch Universities and acted as an external examiner for PhD theses in Oxford, Copenhagen, Bergen (Norway), Leipzig and Pretoria (Universiteit van Suid Afrika).

Current research

· Legal documents from the Dakhla Oasis (Egypt)
During the 2003-3 and 2003-4 campaigns of the Dakhleh Oasis Project, Fred Leemhuis (Islamic studies, Rijksuniversiteit Groningen), discovered several hundreds of Arabic documents from the Ottoman period in the rubble of two houses in Qasr Dakhla, one of the settlements of the Oasis,. (See http://www.arts.monash.edu.au/archaeology/dakhleh/sca_report_2003-2004.pdf). Most of them are in good condition and readable. For Egypt this is a unique find, since it represents a family archive stretching over four centuries and including personal letters, magical texts and legal documents. Leemhuis has invited me to analyse the legal documents (contracts of sale, lease, marriage, tax receipts etc.), which represent a majority of the material. Apart from the editing of (parts) of the material, the project aims at establishing the relationship of the Dakhla oasis with Cairo, the central Ottoman empire, and, from the middle of he 19th c., Europe. The documents have already been photographed and stored on CD-Roms. The edition of the lehgal and financial text was published in 2011 by the Egyptian National Archive. (Rudolph Peters, Watha’iq madinat al-Qasr fi al-Wahat al-Dakhila masdaran li-tarikh Misr fi al-`asr al-`Uthmani (The documents of the town of al-Qasr in thee Dakhla Oasis as a source for the history of Egypt in the Ottoman periode). Cairo: Dar al-Watha’iq al-Qawmiyya (National Archive), 2011, 610 pp. (Silsilat Dirasat Watha’iqiyya, 1)).  

· Research companion of Islamic law 

Editimg a handbook on Islamic law with Peri Bearman

· Nineteenth century Egyptian criminal law

Preparing a book on this topic on the basis  of articles I have published
Administration

From 1992 til 1999 I was the academic director of the research Institute for Mediterranea Studies which coordinated classical, Middle Eastern  and Biblical studies at the University of Amsterdam.

From 1982 to 1987 I was the director of the Netherlands Institute for Archeology and Arabic Studies in Cairo. 
I have served on numerous committees at the University of Amsterdam and other Dutch universities.
Service to the profession 

1988-1992

Presi​dent of the Dutch Asso​ciati​on for the Study of the Middle East and Islam

1992-2011

President of the Dutch Association for the Study of the Law of Islam and  the Middle East)

1994 -present

Co-editor of the monograph series Studies in Islamic Law and Society (E.J. Brill, Leiden)

1996-1999

Member of the Advisory Committee of the Center for the Study of Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations, Selly Oaks Colleges, Birmingham

1999- present

Co-editor Reihe Kultur, Recht und Politik in muslimischen Gesellschaften (Ergon Verlag, Würzburg)
2000-2004

Member of the Board of Center for Non-Western Studies, Leiden

In addition I acted as a referee for research proposals submitted to the National Endowment for  the Humanities (USA), NWO, CNWS and ISIM.

Visiting professorships / fellowships

The University of Bayreuth, Dept. of African Studies, June 1989

The Hebrew University, Dept. of Islamic Studies, Jerusalem,  March, 1995

University of Helsinki, Dept. of Arabic, March 1996

University of Bergen (Norway), Dept. of Middle Eastern Studies, March 1997

University of Sanaa, Centre for Empirical Research and Women’s Studies, 3-13 Jan. 1998; 1-10 March, 1999.

New York University, Dept of Middle Eastern Studies, 29-3 till 11-4 1999; Feb. 2001

Harvard University, Law School, March 2000; April 2002

ISIM, Leiden, fellow, Sept. 2001 – March 2002
Harvard University, Law School and Fac. of Arts and Sciences, Near Eastern Languages and Cultures, Feb. – June 2008

Other activities
I was an expert witness for either defence or prosecution in several trials by Dutch courts of persons suspected of Islamic terrorism.
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